FHOTC: palE PAGEELL

ciar” and not “landicapped,” the Husionist
never s him thar way, [t got Copaerfild
thinking on how the publa: peceives disahled
people and how chey perczive themacle. 1
was from ths simple beginning that Project
Magic was born. Insiead of reaching repeti-
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recovering from debilizanng injunes,
therapiss, working with magi
weoald reach therm mogic wicks.
Fesdes helping io hesling, it was a
great shot of selbesteermn when a pa-
tiert could foal e of hie *narmal®
viszors with his sewfound skl
After an extessive seanch, Da-

Bur now it's his aen to be asunded —a
fan who had been corresponding with him
abour bis own beginning mags: caner inal 5y
sends David a preoure of imsef,, and be's
in A whe David had a cerram visual m
fiis mirnd ©f the voung man, bat becaus the
by alwavs refemad o himselt as @ “mag-
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therapises. [ve dwa 20 VETY PRl
to be one of de ounding direiaors
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gown berond all expeoatons, [t
been a Brell pourmsy, bag whar is the
stabe of the amien, 15 !-\!.-I.:.; vears liver?

Fies, @ brief trip back threugh
ome: It's (982, and Davd Lopper-
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his live shows and elevsion speaals,

25 YEARS OF

PrROJECT MAGIC

vid Found the medical support he
needed 1t Dl Freeman Hospiral in
Inghewonsd, California. Julie Dejean
then the assistant direetne af the oc-
cupational therapy deparmment, pot
on boeard and |l::_-.||| introwducing the
corcepeos the medical commusiry,
Meanwhile, David premiered the
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uid Coyprprerfild teaches @ trick from the
reect Mg currionfume, Krstle De Boovere
resewls @ patient-sgned photo to David and
wlie Defean. Contents of The Sterife Box, Prof-
+ Mirgic participants [rom grovend the iwordd
athered in Las Vegas, frre 28-30, 2007,

ddea ar the 1952 Las Vegas Desery Sermnar at
the Fromtier Hotel. He alss spake ar the Hol-
hvwood IBM Ring meeting and asked for vol-
unteers, From my seat i the room that night 1
knew | was hearing something totally unigue,
ann [ signed o, alemg with several others. The
next few months consisted of 4 Jor of work,
from choosing mag: that would be suitable
for therapy, o staging benefits 1o raise money
and awareness, to Just geting out 1o virious
hespitals and doing che program. Our fiest bag
success was when Julie and David made an
officaal presentation at the Amencan Oocupa-
rional Therapy Association, which resured in
the 20TA wheially endarsing the project. [t
wirs i magnificens beginning.

We appeired on news programs and alk
shows, showing our unigue comba of healing
therapy and magic, We were recognized by
the City of Log Angeles with a proclanation,
and we sraged a star-studded beneht at The
Magic Castle. Our numbers were growing,
horh magscians and hospitals nationwide
were paining up and supgorring the new
peogeam. Inthe followang years, David made
many appearances worldwide to help iniri-
ate the program overseas, and mday we can
proudly say thar Project Magic has a presence
in ower thirty countries,

Back to the present; Thursday nighr fea-
rured & cockeail party arche MGM's West
Wing Bar, hosted by Dawd. It was a great
way to start, with people germing 1o meet
the man himself and also meer each other.

If somcone baencd in, they probably weusld
have wondered at all the different anguages
and aceenes in ene ropm. Chris Kenner, Da-
vid's righr-hand man, wss also chere m make
sure things were running smoothly, This is 2
roke e would repea all weekend — is facr,
he had been inscrumeneal in helping st up
the entire conference, Madical and magical
chareer flew back and forch, and evensome
¢lose-up wis performed by yours truly.

Friday moming started bright and carly at
9 a.m. with welcoming remarks, The confer-
ence was raking place in ihe Hollywood The-
amre, the very Jocation where Dawd performed
his mightly s, Califorrian Ron Posier,
magician, psychologist, and one of the found-
ing directors of Project Magpc, gave a boet
talk on the wlationship of magic and therapy
throwghout history, and brought everyone up
to speed on che current smrus. Then cwr firse
presenters really started things off with a bang
— thiey showed bow they kad brought magic
to the world of the blind! Walther and Brigitte

Richter had been implementng the program
in theie nanive country of Austria for mary
years, But they astounded the audience with
their next venture. Traveling ro Vienna's uld-
est schoal for the blind, the Richters stared a
proseram showing how they could reach magic
to the visually impaired. Walther shos a film
showing exactly how they did this, and vou
coahd see evervane in the MO, lean forwand
in asconishmen:. Here were these blind kds
doing tricks and having a wondrous, healng
experience — ind fooling people! Walther and
Rrigitre are perfect examples of someons: k-
irg the concepts of Project Magic and expand-
irg them to the next level,

Pt this ws just the beginning. Belgium's
[vo Wan Camp showed how limitatons and
restrictions can be the inspiration o crearive
gemius, vo ks in pediatne cancer wands,
where the requirernents are very strict regard-
ing the chikdren's treatment, Bringing in regular
props was o impossibilisy, 0 — voilal — he
creped The Srerele Bes, a0 mage kit full ol
tricks that could be sterilized before broughs
imter thee ward. [t was amazing and inspariag o
sez b this man added a ke soence tohelp
the magic floursh,

It didume stop there, The next rwo days
were 3 cormucopia of new ideas and pasion-
ate, devoted people. Among the highlighes:

ekt McBrade blew the room away wirth his
amazing alent and percepeive insights ixto
how the worlds of magic and medicine are
inextricably litked — the shaman and che
showman. Along with his Magic & Mystery
School that he runs in Las Vegas, Jeff alo
halds farth with Magic Far Medical Profes-
sinnals, a conference specifeally designed for
phvsicians thar underlines bow bonding with
paricnits and the healing process ieself can be
preatly improved by developing performance
and communicarscn skills. [eff performed
samic miracles o illustraee bis points, ard
the audience are 1t up; they did not want him
tn Jeave the stige, [ won't forger a quore he
shared feom the Tibetans: “Anyvthing thar
relieves sufferig is medicine.™

Scort Tokar, o successful rrade show mag-
cian from California, saw 3 need For doctors
and clinicians to reduce ansiety and “break
the ice™ with patients undergoing various
treatments. Thus he creaned, aleng with Har-
rison |, Carroll, Side-Fx, 2 whole program
of trecks that docs can deo with equipmens
already it the waiting room. When he ralked
abowr and demonstrared sueh gems as Cut-
and-Restored Stethoscope, Dime Through
Toubber Glewve, Leaping Band-Aid, and Cor-
o (instead of sponge) Balk, one instantly
siw the fanrasnc possibilities, Scoet gener-
ausly handed sut copies of his Side-Fe DV,
which derailed all the rourives.

As a couple, Texans Codv and Deblne
Feher were made for this fropram — he isa

MAGIC

pro comjuror, she is an occupanional therapist
with a specializanon in hand therapy, They
outlined many powerful rechniques ne adapt
gk therapy o ourpaticnt clinical and aca-
demic settings.

Tuth Joseleviie is the powerhouse coord-
patar from Mexico. She has bailt up a hoge
following for the program in her countey
in the past thurtesn years, andshe and the
prol=ssionals who spoke showed that mage
really is an interational language,

belgium’s Krstel De Roovere has been
working with Project Magic since 1996,
with a lot of her work focusing on disabled
children. 4s an esteopath and physiother-
pist, she 15 alwars pushing the envelope
of saentific research in her held, and she
shared many of her eotting-adpe Andings
with the audience.

kevin and Cindy Spencer had a grear pre-
sentation wich their “The Healing of Mage™
program, which started in 1984 and was -
self mspin:d |'|:r Frojece Magic. They have bad
fancasoic results ind have inflienced research
projects in Rome and Hong Kong,

Each day ended with Dawvid raking the
stape. He gave o mini-workshop, showed
the new Project Magic video, and answered
audience questions. You could really sse how
pleased he was that his idea was being shared
throughour the world with such innovacive
results, Julie Defean joined him onstage, and
it was obvipus that 25 vears of working o
gether had resulied in a rock-wlid ream. Jule
runs the headquartees of Project Magic our
of Kansas, along wich working full-rime as
administrarive drector ar Ssoomemt-Yail West
Psychiammic Hospital,

There: were many moge presentations, bt
oo soon we wers at the end. Aferwards, as
a special treat, Chris Kenner took everyone to
David’s ®gcrer warchouse” and gave them the
delue rour. When people were saving good-
bye, vou could Feel the emotion of the shared
passions of magi: and the healing ars, #

Ml Praskell, one of the origival foerding o
rectors of Profect Magic, i ¢ professional magi-
i, actor, ard writer basad in Los Angeles.

How To Get Involved...

o con be pat of this ircradible argoni-
aottion. Howd Check i the progrom exists
in your area by conbaching the therapy
department ol yeur locol rebobiliasion
cenber ar hospiol.

IF nee, wow can start ang! Comfact: Project
Mngic, SarmetVail West, IT07 50, &h
Awenue, Tapekn, Konsm G660, USA, (785)
2704600, jdesan@siarmeril org,
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